
WHAT TO DO IF YOU FIND AN INJURED RAPTOR 
 
If you find an injured raptor, take a moment and think of what you are going to do in order to safely 
capture a potentially dangerous bird.  If the bird is quiet (possibly unconscious) the job will be easier.  
A bird standing or thrashing about presents a challenge and a danger. 
 
We do not recommend picking up an injured raptor.  If you find the bird on the highway or a hiking 
trail take off your jacket and completely cover it using the steps below.  The bird may calm down 
somewhat once it is covered.  Call the Santa Fe Raptor Center.  If possible we can meet you at that 
location. 
 
Capturing Procedure 
1.  The easiest way to control the bird is to cover it with a towel, blanket, or jacket large enough to 

enclose the entire bird. 
2.  Approach the bird slowly, from the rear if possible.  The bird will always try to face you if 

conscious.  If the bird is alert and can follow your movements, anticipate that it will struggle when 
first covered.  When close enough, carefully place the cover over the bird, being sure to cover it 
completely.  It may take several attempts.  If the bird is on your property, cover it with a large box 
or laundry basket and put a rock on top.   

 Call The Santa Fe Raptor Center at:  (505) 699-0455 (Santa Fe) 
   (505) 662-7597 (Los Alamos) 
   (505) 662-7418 (Los Alamos) 
 
If You Have to Pick Up the Bird 
1. Remember where the feet are to avoid being grabbed.  Wear heavy gloves if possible.  Carefully 

gather the cover together.  The best approach is to slide your hands down from the back, pinning 
the wings to the body as you grasp a leg in each hand, just above the ankle.  Lift the bird up 
against your chest with feet pointing away, and then wrap the body firmly, but loosely around the 
head.  

 
2. Place the bird on its STOMACH on the car seat or floor, leaving it firmly wrapped.  It should be 

kept warm, but the covering may cause overheating in hot weather. 
 
3. The bird should be transferred to a more suitable container as soon as possible.    Stop at the first 

house or business and obtain a sturdy cardboard box.  The box should be just large enough to 
allow the bird some movement, but not so large that it can thrash about.  Place some newspapers 
on the bottom of the box.  Ideally, they should be torn into 1" strips and fluffed up to support the 
bird's body.  The box should be well ventilated.  Put the bird on its STOMACH and seal the top 
securely.   Darkness will keep the bird quiet.   

 DO NOT use machine-shredded paper.  It has sharp edges that can cut the bird. 
 DO NOT put the bird in a wire cage.  The feathers can be badly damaged and delay the bird's release. 
 DO NOT feed or give water as this may further complicate the injury.   
 The bird needs to be kept warm but not overheated 
 
4. Give the bird a stress free ride - no loud music, no loud talking and turn down the air conditioner.  

Call The Santa Fe Raptor Center as soon as possible so you can transfer the bird to our care.   
 
An injured raptor requires IMMEDIATE, specialized care.  Any delay reduces the chances for recovery. 
 
Most veterinarians have neither the special facilities nor practical experience to properly treat injured raptors. 

 
 
 
************************************************************************* 

REMEMBER - ALL RAPTORS ARE PROTECTED BY BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS. 
IT IS ILLEGAL TO INJURE OR POSSESS THEM. 

 


